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Media release 
9 September 2020 

 
Leading global asset manager, First State Investments (‘First State’) today announced the 

appointment of Gary Cotton as Managing Director, UK. 

 

In this role, Mr. Cotton will be responsible for the day-to-day management of First State Investments’ 

business in the UK, subject to regulatory approval, and will join the Boards of FSI UK. Mr. Cotton will join 

First State Investments on 14 September and report to Chris Turpin, Regional Managing Director, EMEA.   

 

Mr. Cotton assumes this role from Mr. Turpin, who was appointed Global Director of Corporate 

Development in May 2020 and who continues in his current role as Regional Managing Director, EMEA. 

 

Mr. Cotton joins from M&G Investments where he spent 23 years, most recently as COO of M&G Limited 

from 2017-2019. In this role, Mr. Cotton was responsible for the operational management of M&G and 

was a member of the M&G Management Committee and Chair of the Dealing Management and 

Operations and Technology Committees. During his tenure with M&G, Mr. Cotton held a number of 

senior roles including COO of M&G Investment Management, CEO of Equities, and Head of Business 

Management, Equities. In addition to his senior management responsibilities, Mr. Cotton was also a 

Fund Board Director on a number of M&G funds and a Trustee of the M&G Pension Scheme. Mr. Cotton 

began his career as an Investment Consultant with Sedgwick Noble Lowndes. 

 

First State’s Regional Managing Director, EMEA, Chris Turpin, said: “We are pleased to welcome Gary 

to First State Investments.  His appointment is an important key step forward in the evolution and 

development of our affiliate strategy and broader corporate development efforts.  He brings a wealth of 

expertise, experience and insight in the UK fund management sector which we look forward to leveraging 

for the benefit of our clients and investors”.     

 

Gary Cotton, added: “I’m delighted to be joining First State. As a well-established global business with 

responsible investment at its core, First State is a fascinating business with a strong and committed 

parent and investment expertise across asset classes. This is an exciting time in its growth and 

development, in which the UK has a vital role to play. I look forward to joining the team.”     
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For further information, please contact:  
 

Name Telephone Email 

FTI Consulting 

(UK PR representative of First State 

Investments) 

+44 (0)20 3727 

1376 

 

firststateinvestmentsLondon@fticonsulting.com 

 

Sarah Mahomed Ross 

Communications Manager 

First State Investments 

+44 (0) 20 7332 

6844 

Corpcomms@firststate.co.uk 

 
About First State Investments: 
 
First State Investments are stewards of over US$145 billion (as at 30 June 2020) in assets managed on 

behalf of a client base that extends across Asia, Australasia, Europe and North America. 

With expertise across a range of asset classes and specialist investment sectors, our approach to 

investment is driven by a commitment to provide the best possible outcomes over the long term for our 

investors. To achieve this, we ensure our interests are aligned with our investors and uphold a culture of 

consistently acting in our clients’ best interests. 

In Australia, First State operates as First Sentier Investors, having rebranded from Colonial First State 

Global Asset Management on 16 September 2019. First State operates as a standalone business owned 

and overseen by the Mitsubishi UFJ Trust and Banking Corporation (MUTB), a wholly-owned subsidiary. 

of Mitsubishi UFJ Financial Group, Inc. 

 
Important Information 
 
In the UK, issued by First State Investments (UK) Limited, which is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority (registration number 143359). Registered office Finsbury Circus House, 15 
Finsbury Circus, London, EC2M 7EB number 2294743. Outside the UK, issued by First State 
Investments International Limited which is authorised and regulated in the UK by the Financial Conduct 
Authority (registered number 122512). Registered office: 23 St. Andrew Square, Edinburgh, EH2 1BB 
number SCO79063. 
 
In Ireland, issued by First State Investments Ireland Limited, which is authorised and regulated by the 
Central Bank of Ireland. First State Investments Ireland Limited is registered in the Republic of Ireland, 
No: 629188. Registered offices: 70 Sir John Rogerson’s Quay, Dublin 2, Ireland 
 
First State Investments entities referred to in this document are part of First Sentier Investors a member 
of MUFG, a global financial group. First Sentier Investors includes a number of entities in different 
jurisdictions, operating in Australia as First Sentier Investors and as First State Investments elsewhere. 
MUFG and its subsidiaries do not guarantee the performance of any investment or entity referred to in 
this document or the repayment of capital. Any investments referred to are not deposits or other liabilities 
of MUFG or its subsidiaries, and are subject to investment risk including loss of income and capital 
invested. 
 
The First State Investments logo is a trademark of the Commonwealth Bank of Australia or an affiliate 
thereof and is used by FSI under licence. 
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